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Policy Research & Analysis Network for Japan

“The Era of Regionalism: The Initiative of East Asian Community”

by
Mr. Hirotsugu Koike
Editorial Writer of the Nihon Keizai Shimbun and
Vice President of the National Institute for Research Advancement (NIRA)

Moderator:
Mr. Keisuke Nakashima,
Representative of PRANJ and
Research Assistant of the CSIS Global Aging Initiative

PRANJ 45™ Workshop

CSIS 4™ Floor Conference Room
October 7, 2004 (4:00-6:00pm)

Today, in an increasingly interdependent world, international corporations, primarily in an
economic arena, have been pursued more rigorously both in global and regional contexts. East
Asian countries are no exception to this. While they have evolved to become a dynamo of the
world economic growth, there has been a momentum for exploring and establishing a new
regional framework for the long-term prosperity of the region. Various bilateral and
multilateral free trade agreements (FTAs) are such examples. Under such circumstances, how
will Japan engage actively and effectively in more constructive dialogues with other nations?
Where does Japan stand now, for example, in terms of FTAs with ASEAN+3, South Korea, and
China? What are the challenges and opportunities? Mr. Koike, a prominent controversialist,

will address these issues and present his own views.

Speaker’s Bio

Mr. Hirotsugu Koike is currently editorial writer at the Nihon Keizai Shimbun. Prior to that, he
was editor-in-chief of the Nikkei Weekly and Net Interactive. He has worked for Nikkei in
various positions including foreign news editor (1998-2003), bureau chief of Washington, DC
(1993-1997), and bureau chief of Singapore (1985-1989). At the National Institute for
Research Advancement (NIRA), Mr. Koike has served as vice president since 2000. His
recent publications include A Comparison of Policymaking Process between US and Japan
(1999) and A New Framework for Asia-Pacific Corporation (1993). He holds a B.A. in

Economics from the Yokohama National University.
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